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Village President’s letter

Park District Board weighing
options for future of Golf Club

District 65 earns two awards for
outstanding financial reporting

e Park District Board of Commissioners and
staﬀ want to thank everyone who participated
in the public input process regarding the
question: Should the Park District continue to
oﬀer and/or operate the Lake Bluﬀ Golf Club?

Lake Bluﬀ Elementary School District 65
has been awarded the Association of School
Business Officials International Certificate
of Excellence in Financial Reporting and the
Government Finance Oﬃcers Association of
the US and Canada (GFOA) Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.

In Walden, oreau writes of “pleasant spring
days, in which the winter of man’s discontent
was thawing as well as the earth, and the life
that had lain torpid began to stretch itself.”
Even if this wasn’t Lake Bluﬀ’s harshest winter,
anticipation hangs in the air for the new
beginnings that this spring oﬀers.

Civility and respect
One such beginning I hope you will join me
in is a new commitment to civility in how we
treat each other. ese are not easy times to
preach about civility. Clamor surrounds
our political dialogue today. Even in small
disagreements, the temptation tugs at us to
jump to easy conclusions and assume the worst
of each other. We must redouble ourselves to
the hard work of understanding and resolving
diﬀerences. We must remember that we are
engaging with our neighbors, and not debating

President’s message continued on page 2

at question was discussed by the Board at
its March 19 Open Board Meeting after three
previous public input sessions. During the
most recent meeting, residents were told that
Standard & Poor’s recently downgraded the
Park District’s bond rating due in part to
“chronic golf course shortfalls.” e Board
made several directives to Park District staﬀ:
Engage Billy Casper Golf on the potential
impacts of increased marketing eﬀorts and
adjustments to Golf Club fees; issue a nationwide RFP to lease the Golf Club (15-year
minimum lease); request that the Village of
Lake Bluﬀ revise the zoning classification of all

continued on page 4

e distinctions recognize high standards of
financial reporting and accountability in the
District’s Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) for fiscal year 2017. “e CAFR
has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the
high standards of the program, which includes
demonstrating a constructive ‘spirit of full
disclosure’ to clearly communicate its financial
story and motivate users and user groups to
read the CAFR,” said the GFOA.
“e District has always met the highest standards
of financial rigor and fulfilled its responsibility
continued on page 6

News from the Village of Lake Bluﬀ
Village President’s message
continued from front

our rivals. is exchange has made our Village
a beacon on the North Shore for almost 125
years; I hope we will not forget it despite the
culture around us. I hope you will join me in
reflecting on this in the coming weeks, and I
invite you to write me at kohara@lakebluﬀ.org
or to send a letter to Village Hall, 40 E. Center
Ave. with your thoughts.

Herb and Janet Nelson
Just as civil dialogue is our foundation, the
keystone of our Village is unpaid volunteers
who give generously of their time, talents,
and sound judgement.

In March, we honored two of Lake Bluﬀ’s volunteers with the Phyllis Albrecht Award for
Distinguished Service. Janet and Herb Nelson
have lived in Lake Bluﬀ for 57 years and have
been building our community ever since.
Together, they moved their business to the
Waukegan Road business park, broadcast

countless public meetings, taught our children,
and led our schools as well as our history
museum and historic preservation eﬀorts.
On behalf of the Board, I thank them again
for their service.

the Rockland Fire Protection District is still
considering our proposal alongside others
from nearby municipalities. Keep an eye out
for opportunities for public engagement as
they continue their deliberations.

Quasquicentennial Committee

Spring showers…

Say it with me – “Kwos-Kwee-Centennial.”
Fun, right? is word means that our Village
has existed for 125 years of valuable history
and memories. is anniversary is a unique
chance to honor our past, celebrate the
present, and embrace the future of Lake Bluﬀ
through civic pride and partnerships. As I
wrote above, volunteers are the heart of our
Village – and I am asking for volunteers to
help plan events, projects, and activities to
celebrate this important milestone alongside our
residents, businesses, and civic organizations.
If you are interested, call Village Hall at
847-234-0774 to obtain an application.

Unfortunately, the start of Spring means that
storms will visit our Village soon. Last year’s
July flooding was an extraordinary event that
we hope will not occur again. Still, this is a
great opportunity to make sure you are prepared. Check your gutters and sump pump,
and make sure your emergency contact information is up-to-date by visiting “Residents >
Emergency Notification” on the Village
website. You can also find tips to protect your
home under “Departments > Public Works >
Stormwater Solutions.”

Joint Fire and EMS proposal

Finally, details will be out soon for our Village
special events. We will again produce our
“Buzz on the Bluff ” postcard with the
Chamber of Commerce, which will arrive in
your mail soon. Mark your calendars and join
us for some of the iconic moments that make
our community great.

Another facet of our volunteer tradition is
our Fire Department. As you may know, the
Village approached the governing body of the
Knollwood Fire Department in mid-February
with a proposal to jointly provide fire and
emergency medical services for both
communities at a significant cost savings to
the taxpayer. At the time of this writing,
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Special events and wrapup

Kathleen O’Hara, Village President

LOCK. YOUR. CARS.
Gang-aﬃliated criminals continue to strike Lake Bluﬀ and the North Shore.
Often we ﬁnd these auto-burglaries have one thing in common: the car is
left unlocked. It takes less than 20 seconds to open an unlocked car, grab
what is in plain view, check the usual hiding places for other items, and
get away. How long would it take you to lock your car?

Upcoming road
improvements
Vehicle sticker
renewals

Beach parking soon

is year, the Village is resurfacing about two
miles of local streets. Contractors will remove
the top two to four inches of asphalt and lay
a fresh driving surface. is year’s program
includes sections of Margate Ct., W. Center
Ave., W. Hawthorne Ct., E. Washington St.,
E. Sheridan Pl., Vincent Pl., the Park Ave.
alley, Sylvan Rd., E. Scranton Ave., and
Moﬀett Rd. Aﬀected residents will receive
letters in late April.

Train Station
renovations
Starting May 1, new 2018 vehicle stickers must
be displayed on the windshields of each vehicle
registered within the Village (including leased
vehicles). You should have already received a
renewal notice by mail. Stickers may be
purchased by mail or in person at Village Hall
(40 E. Center Avenue) Monday through
Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For
assistance, call 847-234-0774.

Village of Lake Bluﬀ
40 E. Center Avenue
Lake Bluﬀ, Illinois 60044
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
847-234-0774
vlb@lakebluﬀ.org
www.lakebluﬀ.org
Village Board of Trustees
Kathleen O’Hara, President
Joy Markee, Village Clerk
Barbara Ankenman
Paul Lemieux
Mark Dewart
Eric Grenier
Aaron Towle
William Meyer

No street parking is permitted on streets east
of Moﬀett Road starting April 1 and ending
September 30. e road must be clear from 9 p.m.
at night to 6 a.m. in the morning each day.

Stay in touch
In response to last year’s survey, the Village is
letting Bluﬀers know about community events
and happenings online. Make sure you’re in
the loop!
FOLLOW US:
Facebook facebook.com/LakeBluﬀIllinois/
SUBSCRIBE:
Village weekly e-mail lakebluﬀ.org/e-news/

Thanks to a partnership with Metra, our Metra
station is currently undergoing renovations.
Train schedules will not be aﬀected; however,
the station lobby will be closed for construction
during the month of May. For more information,
visit lakebluﬀ.org/TrainStationRenovation

Utility auto pay
You can now enroll in auto pay for your water
bill! Enrollment forms can be obtained from
the Village website or from Village Hall, and
one will be enclosed in your next water bill.

A sign-up opportunity is also enclosed with your
2018 Vehicle Sticker Renewal.

Water Quality Report
View your most recent Annual Water Quality
Report at lakebluﬀ.org/WaterQualityReport.
is report contains important information
about the source and quality of your drinking
water. e 2018 Report will be available no
later than July 1, 2018 at this URL. If you
would like a paper copy mailed to your home,
call 847-234-0774.

How to be involved
We welcome residents who want to be involved in the decision-making process.
$ Read up: Summaries of actions at recent and upcoming meetings are included in each of the
Village’s weekly e-mails. Boards approve a written record of each meeting (the minutes), which
is also posted online.
$ Watch from home or on your phone: Videos of each meeting are broadcast live on Comcast
channel 19, and are also posted on the Village’s website shortly after each meeting.
$ In person: Meetings are generally held at 7 p.m., and there is an opportunity for open public
comment at each meeting. See the schedule on the back of this newsletter.
$ Write us: Letters received at Village Hall, or e-mails sent to vlb@lakebluﬀ.org, are shared with
the addressed boards and commissions.
$ Volunteer: e Village always accepts volunteer applications from those interested in serving
on an advisory board. An application can be obtained from Village Hall.
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following pages: Park District and School District news

News from Lake Bluﬀ Park District
Options for future
of Golf Course
continued from front

Park District property from residential to
recreational, institutional, and open space;
and provide an answer to residents who have
asked what the Park District would need
from the community to make the Golf Club
financially viable.
Once these actions are completed, the Board
will discuss the findings and vote on the
question at a future meeting.
e Golf Club will be open for the entire
2018 season and memberships purchased for
this season will be honored regardless of the
outcome of the vote.
For more information, including a list
of questions about the Golf Club asked
by members of the community and
answered by the Park District, please visit
LakeBluﬀParks.org/futuregolf.

See what’s new at
the Lake Bluﬀ Health
& Fitness Center
Have you visited the Fitness Center lately?
Besides a completely new look we now feature
all inclusive memberships, a new yoga
program and brand-new equipment. You will
also find new Group X classes, great deals
on personal training and wellness programs
for all ages.
Commit to a healthier lifestyle through
participation in our Fitness Center’s innovative,
motivating, effective and FUN exercise
programs and activities! Improve your quality of
life and have some fun with our highly trained
and professional team of fitness associates,
instructors and trainers who will safely and
eﬀectively guide you to your goals!

Previous page: Village news

New community movement: GO Lake Bluﬀ
The Lake Bluﬀ Park District has partnered with the Lake County Health
Department on a new community movement, GO Lake County, to improve the health of Lake County residents by promoting the simple act
of walking as a means to improve health. Thirty minutes of walking
daily is recommended and GO Lake Bluﬀ will engage the community
in this healthy activity.
“We want to create a culture in our community that promotes physical
movement. GO Lake Bluﬀ is designed to encourage everyone to make
a commitment to themselves and get moving for 30 minutes each
day,” explains Ed Heiser, Superintendent of Facility, Communication
and Promotion Services.
The Lake Bluﬀ Park District challenges all residents to get outside this
summer and enjoy our spectacular facilities and parks. Whether you
enjoy walking, biking, running, swimming, golf, tennis, yoga or any
other activity, make it a regular part of your day.
There are many beneﬁts to moving for 30 minutes every day. Walking
can help to prevent and reduce the risk of chronic diseases, premature death and supports positive mental health. The Lake Bluﬀ Park
District is excited to introduce GO Lake Bluﬀ to our community with
the support of our local government partners.
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Park Board President’s message
Dear Lake Bluﬀ Park District Residents:
As the warm summer months grow closer, we are gearing up for another
busy season at the Lake Bluﬀ Park District. Soon the beach and pool will
be full of swimmers, children will be busy at camps and music lovers will
ﬁll the Village Green to hear the summer Bluﬃnia concerts.

Bluﬃnia: Sunday
evenings on the
Village Green

On behalf of the Lake Bluﬀ Park District Board and staﬀ, I want to thank
everyone who took the time to attend our public input meetings about the
question of whether the Park District should continue to oﬀer and operate
the Golf Club. We are encouraged by the show of interest and ready to
continue the process of making a thoughtful, well informed decision.
The Park District is committed to listening to and engaging residents in an
ongoing process to determine the programs, services and recreational
opportunities that meet the needs of the greatest number of Lake Bluﬀ
residents. This engagement is critical to helping us meet the goals of the
Park District’s Strategic Plan: Determining a future vision and direction
that will maximize the number of Lake Bluﬀ residents who can enjoy
quality community recreation and health opportunities, and allocating the
community’s resources responsibly.

Don’t miss this year’s summer concert series
on the Lake Bluﬀ Village Green! Concerts are
held on Sunday evenings from 6:00–7:30 pm.
July 4: FINAL SAY
6:00-8:00 pm at the beach!
Alternative, classic rock, soul, Motown, R&B,
and 60’s-90’s
Sponsored by Lake Bluﬀ 4th of July Committee
July 8: SPOKEN FOUR
Rock/Pop Cover Band
July 15: 1976
Rock/Pop
July 22: ROSIE & THE RIVETS
1950’s & 1960’s
July 29: SUBURBAN COWBOY
Country
August 5: CADILLAC GROOVE
R&B/Classic Rock
August 12: PIRATES OVER 40
Sounds of the Caribbean
August 19: SODA
Contemporary Pop Cover Band

This summer, the Park District is looking forward to completing the ﬁnal
projects from the 2014 referendum including improvements to the walking
paths, basketball court and playgrounds in the Knollwood Park system,
and to the shelter at Sanctuary Park.
I hope you will take the time to experience our many unique outdoor
programs and facilities this summer. I look forward to seeing you there!
Best regards,
Rob Douglass, Board President

Lake Bluﬀ Park District
355 W. Washington Avenue Lake Bluﬀ, Illinois 60044
Phone 847-234-4150 • www.lakebluﬀparks.org • info@lakebluﬀparkdistrict.org
Your Park District Board
Rob Douglass, President
Brock Gordon, Vice President
Bob Wallace, Treasurer
Kauri McKendry
Susan Ehrhard
Chris Mosbarger
France Pitera
Ancel Glink Diamond Bush
DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C.,
Attorney
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Park Board Meetings
e Park Board meetings are scheduled at
6:30 p.m. the third Monday of each month
at Lake Bluﬀ Park District Recreation Center
at Blair Park, 355 W. Washington Avenue
in Lake Bluﬀ.
e public is invited to attend meetings.
Please visit www.lakebluﬀparks.org for
Committee meeting agendas and to view all
regular Board meetings online.

Next page: School District news

News from the Lake Bluﬀ Schools
Financial awards
continued from front

to account for how taxpayer dollars are
spent,” explains District 65 Superintendent
Dr. Jean Sophie. “The preparation of the
CAFR goes one step further, providing
additional transparency by supplying historical
context and more in-depth information on the
financial and economic state of the District.
This is similar to a corporate annual report,
but is designed to be more user-friendly and
accessible to community members.”

Lake Bluﬀ students
shine in regional
science “track meet”
Fourteen Lake Bluﬀ Middle School students
recently took part in the regional Science
Olympiad, a team competition that drew
students from 11 middle schools. e annual
event is like an academic track meet, as teams
compete across disciplines of earth science,
chemistry, anatomy, physics, geology, and
mechanical engineering. e Lake Bluﬀ
students medaled in five of the 23 events.

Robotics takes oﬀ at Lake Bluﬀ Elementary
Students are writing computer code to operate robots in their weekly Robotics Club at Lake Bluﬀ
Elementary School. ey’re building and programming the robots to perform a variety of functions –
including turning in circles, moving around the classroom, playing a keyboard, and even hitting a ball.
Students have the freedom to choose their own projects in the STEAM-based program, and work
individually or in teams. See paragraph at lower left for a definition of STEAM.
e club, open to all 4th and 5th grade students, came about after a group of 5th graders proposed
the idea to the School Board last year.

is is the fourth year in a row that Lake Bluﬀ
students have participated in, and medaled at,
the event.
Each of these activities complements the
incorporation of STEAM learning into the
Lake Bluﬀ curriculum. STEAM stands for the
integration of Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art and creativity, and Math into one educational
experience. is often involves projects where
students work as teams to solve real-world
problems. While strong skills in single subjects
are vital, putting them together this way does
an even better job of preparing students for
the future.
“e community can take such pride in each
of the students, regardless of the position in
which they finished. ey all worked so hard,
doing their own work and supporting their
fellow team members,” said Dr. Jean Sophie,
Superintendent of Schools. “Parent volunteers,
teachers and staﬀ worked tirelessly to support
and encourage the students, and this made
such a diﬀerence to their success.”

Previous pages: Village news and Park District news

Planning for the next
Board elections
ree School Board positions must be filled in
the April 2019 elections.
Election laws require that paperwork for those
seeking to run for school board in the April 2019
elections must be filed by the end of December
2018. at deadline is approaching quickly.
To help facilitate the process of filling those
board positions, the District will work with
Vote Lake Bluﬀ (www.votelakebluﬀ.org) to host
a series of educational meetings for interested
community members. It is expected that there
will be two meetings, one in early May and
a second in early November, where veteran
board members, school administrators, and
a representative from the Illinois Association
of School Boards will be on hand to help
residents understand the realities of working
on the School Board. District 65 and Vote
Lake Bluﬀ will publicize those meetings as
more information becomes available.
In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to
contact President Barry at mbarry@lb65.org
with any questions about the ins and outs of
serving on the Board.
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Wizard of Oz at LBMS
April 20 & 21
Lake Bluﬀ Middle School students will present
e Wizard of Oz, on Friday, April 20 at 7:00
p.m. and Saturday, April 21 at 2:00 p.m. at
the Middle School. e spring musical is a
highlight of the annual school year, with a cast
of 89 and over half of the school population
involved in cast and crew duties. e sixth,
seventh and eighth graders have been working
on the show since auditions in January.
General seats are $10 and are available at the
online webstore at https://store.lb65.org, and
if not yet sold out, at the door.

School Board President’s message
Dear Fellow Community Members:
I appreciate this opportunity to update the community on what is going
on at your schools. This newsletter is packed with useful information.
I will touch on just a few issues and encourage you to read on to get
more details. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with anything
school related at mbarry@lb65.org.

Three new websites
on the way
District 65 will soon launch new websites for
the District and the two schools. With the
requirements of being user-friendly, compliant
with the latest rules regarding accessibility,
and able to present plenty of fresh content,
they will oﬀer parents, families and community
members a new, positive online experience.
New features will include parent newsletters,
customized communications, in-depth financial
profiles, and more. Existing tools, such as a
synchronized subscription-capable calendar,
news and announcements, and current photos
of students and staﬀ, are being updated and
improved. A mobile app will be introduced.
e website redesign kicked oﬀ last summer.
It was led by Dr. Kevin Rubenstein, the
District’s Director of Student Services,
Technology, & Assessment. Dr. Rubenstein’s
team chose Campus Suite, an Indiana school
communications technology firm, to handle
the project and provide ongoing support.
“e new sites will give residents a clear picture
of District finances, an updated view of student
achievement, and a current understanding
of what is happening in their schools,” said
Superintendent Dr. Jean Sophie. “ese are wonderful, timely upgrades, and I am very excited
about the possibilities for the mobile app.”
Dr. Rubenstein added, “e sites will look
great and be easy to use, and they will
reflect the level of service that the Lake Bluﬀ
community expects from its schools.”

District administrators and the School Board, led by Dr. Sophie, have
been working diligently on the District’s new Strategic Plan. That plan
will be our guiding light for the next three to ﬁve years. We are currently
identifying speciﬁc metrics that will make it possible to measure success
in each goal area, and the Board is expected to approve the ﬁnal version
in June.
When complete, this plan will represent the collective vision of the
community, as dozens of stakeholders have been involved in the process.
Thanks to all those involved. It is because of your hard work and dedication that the Lake Bluﬀ schools will have this vision for greatness.
The ﬁnal plan will be available at the District’s website, www.lb65.org.
As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns.
Warm regards,
Mark Barry, Board President

Lake Bluﬀ School District 65
121 East Sheridan Place Lake Bluﬀ, Illinois 60044
Phone 847-234-9400 • www.LB65.org

Excellence in Education, Enthusiasm for Life, Every Student, Every Day.
Your District 65 School Board
Mark Barry, President
Philip Hood, Vice President
Julie Gottshall, Secretary
Leigh Ann Charlot
Richard Hegg
John Marozsan
Susan Rider-Porter

e changes are expected to go live later this
spring and will continue to be found at:
District 65 – http://www.lb65.org
Lake Bluﬀ Elementary School –
http://es.lb65.org
Lake Bluﬀ Middle School –
http://ms.lb65.org
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School Board Meetings
Regular School Board meetings are usually
held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole meetings
are usually held at 7:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
two weeks prior to the regular meetings of the
School Board. Unless otherwise announced,
meetings are held in the Lake Bluﬀ Village
Hall, 40 E. Center Avenue. Meetings are
televised live within Village boundaries on
Comcast Channel 19 and rebroadcast throughout
the week. Videos of the meetings are available
at www.LB65.org within 10 days.

Village of Lake Bluﬀ
Lake Bluﬀ Park District
Lake Bluﬀ School District 65
40 E. Center Avenue
Lake Bluﬀ, IL 60044
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Lake Bluﬀ School District 65
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Village of Lake Bluﬀ
meetings and events

Park District
meetings and events

School District
events and news

April
18 Plan Commission & Zoning Board of
Appeals 7 p.m.
23 Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
25 SEC Meeting 7 p.m.

The Committee of the Whole meetings are held
on the ﬁrst Monday of the month and regular
meetings of the Board of Park Commissioners
are held on the third Monday of the month as
noted in the following schedule. Meetings are
held at 6:30 p.m. at the Recreation Center, 355
W. Washington Avenue, Lake Bluﬀ.

April
20 LBMS Musical 7 p.m.
21 LBMS Musical 2 p.m.
24 Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*

Please check lakebluﬀ.org for
agendas and cancellations
847-234-0774

May
1 Architectural Board of Review 7 p.m.
9 Historic Preservation Commission 7 p.m.
14 Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
16 Plan Commission & Zoning Board of
Appeals 7 p.m.
28 Memorial Day Ceremony 9 a.m.
30 SEC Meeting 7 p.m.
June
5 Architectural Board of Review 7 p.m.
8 First Farmers Market 7 a.m. to noon.
Repeats every Friday until October 12
11 Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
13 Historic Preservation Commission 7 p.m.
20 Plan Commission & Zoning Board of
Appeals 7 p.m.
25 Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
27 SEC Meeting 7 p.m.

Please know some newsletter recipients may
not receive services, or qualify for programs,
oﬀered by the Village of Lake Bluﬀ.

Visit www.LakeBluﬀ.org for an online
calendar, Village news and more.

www.lakebluﬀparks.org
847-234-4150

April
17 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
May
7
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
21 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
26 Pool and Beach Opening
June
4
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
18 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
July
2
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
16 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
August
6
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
20 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
See the online calendar at
www.lakebluﬀparks.org/meetings.html
for Park Board and Committee meetings.

Summer camp registration is going
on now. Camps begin June 19. Take
advantage of early bird discounts
and register today!

www.LB65.org
847-234-9400

May
3
4
6
9
12
16
22
28

LBES Pre K Art Show 6 p.m.
Teacher Institute Day – no school
Teacher Appreciation Week Begins
Early Release
LBES K-5 Art Show 9 a.m.
LBES K-2 Music Program 6:30 p.m.
Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*
Memorial Day – no school

June
6
End of Trimester III
7
8th Grade Graduation 7 p.m.
8
Last day for Students (early release),
pending no snow days
12 Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*
14
Summer School begins
July
24 Regular Board of Education Time TBA
* Unless otherwise announced, Board meetings
are at 7 p.m. in the Lake Bluﬀ Village Hall,
40 E. Center Avenue. See page 6 for details.

See the online calendars for this
school year and 2018-2019 at
www.LB65.org to ﬁnd more Lake Bluﬀ
school and District 65 events.
Printed on recycled paper produced using wise forest management.

